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SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“The fear of death died when Hope rose.” 

WARM UP QUESTIONS: (choose the ones you think will fit best) 
What does the resurrection mean to you personally? 
What have you allowed God to resurrect in your life?  
What have you seen God resurrect in other people’s lives? 
Why do you think more people typically show up to church on Easter Sunday? 
Do you think most people are searching for hope in their lives? Where all are 
they looking to find it? 

Facilitator NOTE: As you prepare ahead of time, look through the passages/
questions below to help yourself prioritize the things that you definitely want to 
cover with the time you have available. 

Genesis 3:14-15 — “14 So the Lord God said to the serpent [the Devil]…“15 I will 
put hostility between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; 
He will crush your head, and you will strike His heel.” 

What strikes you most about this passage? 
Is it encouraging and comforting that God had a redemptive plan to 
save us and crush Satan since the very beginning of time? How so? 
How does this passage contrast the death of Jesus and the 
resurrection of Jesus? (God used Satan’s worst to give us His best) 

Hebrews 2:14-15 — “14 Since the children of God have flesh and blood, Jesus 
too shared in their humanity so that by His death He might break the power of 
him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all 
their lives were held in slavery by their fear of death.” 



What goes through your mind when it says, “Jesus too shared in 
our humanity…”? 
Why did Jesus share in our humanity? (answer in v. 14 = “so that by 
His death He might break the power of {the devil}…”) 
Where in your life have you seen the power of God free you and 
break the power that Satan had over your life? 
Have you ever felt “in slavery” to sin or the “fear or death”? How 
liberating was that feeling of freedom that you found in Jesus? 

1 Peter 1:3-4 — “3 In God’s great mercy, He has given us new birth into a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into an 
inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade.” 

In your own words, how would you describe God’s mercy? 
What does the apostle Peter mean by the phrase “New Birth”? 
What does that mean to you in your life? 
What does the apostle Peter mean by the phrase “Living Hope”? 
What does that mean to you in your life? 
What would your life be like if Jesus never rose from the dead? 
Describe how you feel as you think about the inheritance that Jesus 
died & rose to give us that never perishes, spoils, or fades? 

1 Corinthians 12:54-57 — “54 Death has been swallowed up in victory. 55 Where, 
O death, is your victory?  Where, O death, is your sting? 56 The sting of death is 
sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

How does this passage encourage you (or more literally = put 
courage into you)? 

TAKE THESE HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAYS”: 
Have you personally experienced the power of the resurrection that brings 
new life & living hope? ?  
What is your plan before walking out of here to live more free, hopeful & alive 
than ever before? 



 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 Ask the kids what the real meaning of Easter is. 
 Ask the kids, “why did Jesus die on the cross?” 
 Act out the resurrection of Jesus with the kids, or get them all to play dead 
and count to 3 together and then all raise to life. 
 Ask them what “hope” means and where we can find “hope”. 
 To demonstrate the spreading of the saving Good News of Jesus that brings 
people from death to life, have everyone play dead, and then when you (the 
leader) tap someone, they can come back to life, and everyone who is alive 
can tap someone and help bring them to life too. The saving Good News will 
spread and bring everyone back to life.


