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SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“Misplaced affections lead to missing satisfaction.” 

(use the questions you want to use, ignore the ones you don’t want to use, and add any that you think would be good) 
WARM UP QUESTIONS: 

What are some of your favorite things in this life? 
What are the things/amenities you think you'd have a really hard time living 
without in this life? 
Would you rather have an amazing week long vacation now, or an amazing full 
retirement after age 60? (can’t have both in this example) Why did you choose 
what your chose? 
What are examples of things that aren’t inherently sinful, but when idolized, 
can definitely lead someone’s heart away from Jesus? (sports, jobs, travel, 
etc.) 

Facilitator NOTE: As you prepare ahead of time, look through the passages/
questions below to help yourself prioritize the things that you definitely want to 
cover with the time you have available. You likely will not be able to cover all 
this material. Try to keep the studies to around an hour for the kids/kids 
helpers sake. 

READ: 
1 John 2:15-17 — “15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone 
loves the world, love for the Father is not in them. 16 For everything in the world
—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—comes not from 
the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass away, but 
whoever does the will of God lives forever.” 

Would you be willing to invest your life savings into a company like 
MySpace, Toys-R-Us, or Kodak? Why or why not? 



Read James 4:4-6 “4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that 
friendship with the world means enmity against God? Therefore, 
anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of 
God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that He jealously 
longs for the spirit He has caused to dwell in us? 6 But He gives us 
more grace. That is why Scripture says: “God opposes the proud but 
shows favor to the humble.”  

Is God ok with lukewarm loyalty or divided affection? How do the 
Biblical writers John & James make this very clear for us? 
Does it seem harsh that if you are a friend of the world than you 
are considered an enemy of God? 

Read Luke 16:13 "13 No one can serve two masters. Either you will 
hate the one and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

Have you ever seen someone torn between two things (jobs, 
relationships, commitments/responsibilities)? How was that 
ultimately impossible for them? 
Why do you think Luke uses “God vs. Money” as his specific 
example of 2 masters that we can’t simultaneously serve? 

How would you describe the difference between the three categories 
of the sin of this world that John mentions in verse 16? see diagram 
below: 



Have you ever had a craving for food that you knew was detrimental to 
your health? (duh, of course you have!) Why did you still eat it or feel 
tempted to eat it? How is this a good example of how sin in this world 
works to tempt us? 
Re-Read verse 1 John 2:17 "17 The world and its desires pass away, 
but whoever does the will of God lives forever.” 

How would you put the meaning of verse 17 into your own words? 
Read Luke 12:32-34 "32 Do not be afraid, little flock, for your 
Father has been pleased to give you the Kingdom. 33 Sell your 
possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves 
that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
What personally sticks out to you concerning Luke 12:32-34? 
What in this life (things you can feel, see, or have) is worth more 
than Jesus and what eternity with Him holds for us? How does 
your lifestyle and character reflect your answer to that question? 

TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAY”: 
Is your life invested in the eternal things of God or the temporary things of this 
life? 
Does your whole life give Jesus your undivided love and affection? For that 
which does not, who can you talk and pray with to get the encouragement that 
you need? 

 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 



 Read James 4:4 — “4 Don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
opposition to God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world 
becomes an enemy of God.” 

Ask the kiddos questions like: 
 What does it look like to be a good friend? 
What would it look like to be a good friend to Jesus? 
What would it look like to be a bad friend to Jesus? 
What would it look like to be an enemy of God? 

Activity:  
 Have the kids draw a picture of the things of this world that don’t 
please God on one side of the paper, and on the other side, draw a 
picture of the things that please God. 


