
GNCOMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY GUIDE 
SERMON SERIES: “1ST JOHN” 
SERMON TITLE: “LOVE IS FEARLESS”  
DATE PREACHED: SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11TH 2018 
PREACHER: CODY BALCH 

Facilitator NOTE: AS YOU PREPARE AHEAD OF TIME, LOOK THROUGH THE PASSAGES/QUESTIONS BELOW TO 
HELP YOURSELF PRIORITIZE THE THINGS THAT YOU DEFINITELY WANT TO COVER WITH THE TIME YOU HAVE 
AVAILABLE. YOU LIKELY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO COVER ALL THIS MATERIAL. TRY TO KEEP THE STUDIES TO 
AROUND AN HOUR FOR THE KIDS/KIDS-HELPERS SAKE. 

SERMON IN A SENTENCE: 
“Without God’s perfect love alive in us, we will personally experience fear, as well 
as create fear in others.” 

(use the questions you want to use, ignore the ones you don’t want to use, and add any that you think would be good) 
WARM UP QUESTIONS: 

For those of you who were able to see the “I Am Second” video that was played 
before the sermon on Sunday called, “An Innocent Man and a Crooked Cop”, 
what was your impression of their story? 
What do you think makes most people anxious or fearful? 
Would you describe your life as fearless? Why or why not? 
How have you personally experienced God’s perfect love in your life? 

Start by having someone (or multiple people) read: 1 John 4:16-21 
 16 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This 
is how love is made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the 
day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But 
perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who 
fears is not made perfect in love. 
 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet 
hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and 
sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And 
he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their 
brother and sister. 

DIVE IN DEEPER: 



1 John 4:16-18 — “16 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in 
them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will have 
confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no 
fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 

Refresher: Where does love come from? 

If God wants us to experience His full, mature, and complete love, than 
what is lacking in your love for others that is keeping your love 
incomplete? 

Why do you think the Apostle John link our love with having confidence 
on the day of judgement? 

What is your reaction to John saying, “In this world we are like Jesus”? 
(v. 17). 

Why is there no fear in love? How does perfect love drive out fear? 

What would look different in your life if you lived and loved in a 
fearless way? 

1 John 4:19-21 — “19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to 
love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their 
brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not 
seen. 21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also 
love their brother and sister.” 

Which came first? The chicken or the egg? Our love for God, or God’s 
love for us? 

What should be our motivation for loving God and others? 

Is it possible to hate someone, but truly love God the way He calls us 
to? Is there ever an allowance for hatred? Why or why not? 

Why does John make it clear that loving God and loving others are 
inseparable? Why are they inseparable? 



Why does John tell us that it is easier to love people we can see and 
touch, as apposed to God who is unseen? 

Do you take the command of God seriously to love others as a non-
negotiable? (v. 21) How does verse 21 challenge you personally? 

TAKE THIS HOME WITH YOU “TAKEAWAY”: 
How will you live a fearless life of love that helps drive out fear in others? 
How will your Jesus-like love point others to the perfect love of Jesus? 

 Close in prayer.  

MATCHING THEME IDEAS FOR THE KID’S LESSON: 
— I’d encourage a worship time if possible (youtube works great {Lifetree Kids}). 
— Ask them if they have any things in their life that they need Jesus’ help with, 
and then pray for the requests of the group. 
— And feel free to ask any of the kids if they’d like to say a prayer for the group. 

 Read 1 John 4:16-18 - “16 God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and 
God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete among us so that we will 
have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like Jesus. 
18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has 
to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.” 

Ask the kiddos questions like: 
 What makes you fearful or scared or worried? 
What helps you not be scared anymore? 
How much does God love you? 
What is bigger than God? 
If God is the biggest, and He loves us bigger than anything, than 
what should we be afraid of? 
How do you help show others God’s love?    

Activity:  
 Have the kids draw a picture that represents God’s love toward us 

and our love towards others.


